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Fillable Form Cohabitation Agreement


This Cohabitation Agreement is between two parties who are living together but are not married. This agreement sets forth the names of the parties and the dates they have resided together. 
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How to Get and Edit Cohabitation Agreement template



Open the Cohabitation Agreement template


Use PDFRun's PDF Editor and start filling out the sample template


Create a Free Account  on PDFRun to save your document


Export your document, Download, Print or Send your Document via Email





Fill and sign Cohabitation Agreement online and download in PDF.

OPEN TEMPLATE





What is a Cohabitation Agreement?



A Cohabitation Agreement is a legal document that can be entered into by an unmarried couple to establish emotional and financial security before or without entering a contract of marriage. This agreement allows a couple to ensure the safety of their assets within the agreements and remove difficulties when conflict arises between them. The Cohabitation agreement can define the terms and conditions for the following:

	Assets, both shared and separate
	Debt Obligations
	Child Support
	Support Payments




Cohabitation vs. Marriage

Cohabitation is an arrangement with many legal similarities to marriage, such as in the division of assets and debts, inheritance, and support obligations. However, there are distinct differences that distinguish both from one another.

	Cohabitation does not require as much process as Marriage. Processes for marriage are often mandated by the state and take a while to finalize.
	A Cohabitation Agreement can be ended informally and does not require a process such as a divorce or an annulment, unlike a marriage.
	In the event of a breakup, the division of assets does not need court intervention for cohabiting partners. Marriages, when terminated, oblige the ex-couple to divide their properties in accordance with state law.
	Cohabitants do not immediately have the right to make decisions for their ill or incapacitated partner. A Power of Attorney or a Health Directive is required. Meanwhile, marriages often have this right by default.
	A father of children born to cohabiting parents is not entitled to a legal presumption of paternity like his married counterpart would be.


How to fill out a Cohabitation Agreement?



Get a copy of Cohabitation Agreement template in PDF format.

GET A COPY





For couples who are interested in entering this type of agreement. Several legal websites that offer document templates have a PDF version of a Cohabitation Agreement ready for download and printing. You can also fill out the form electronically on PDFRun.



Preamble

The first paragraph and set of lines in the agreement are on preliminary details concerning the nature of the agreement before they will start to detail the agreement.



The paragraph will require the date when the agreement is made (day, month, year), and both of your names and addresses. Both Parties shall be referred to as “AAA” and “BBB” respectively.



In addition, the preamble requires you to input your cohabitation residence and the date when you began living together in said address.



NOW THEREFORE,

Here is where you will be able to review and detail the terms of your agreement below each item. Read each one in full carefully. While the sections below are summaries of the content, it is good to review each of them in full within the document itself.



PURPOSE

This section highlights the significance of the form and details the main purpose of the agreement, which is an arrangement to live together in an unmarried state.



EFFECTIVE DATE TO THIS AGREEMENT

This details when the agreement will take effect as a binding arrangement until its termination or the death of another party.



SEPARATE PROPERTY

This section clarifies that both parties will keep rights over their own properties or acquire solely to their name. To detail this, complete lists of both parties' separate properties and attach them to this agreement as Exhibit A and B.



JOINT PROPERTY

Properties that are not included in the given list of Separate Properties will be categorized as a Joint Property of “AAA” and “BBB”. In the event of a separation, the termination of this agreement, or the death of a partner, input the way that the joint properties should be divided in the space provided. If there is not enough space, attach a separate paper to this agreement as a continuation.



PAYMENT OF EXPENSES

Here is where both parties will detail the list of expenses that they, as a couple, have and provide a division of how these expenses shall be paid.



WAIVER OF RIGHTS

This part of the agreement details how the other party shall have no right over the separate property of the other. This waiving of rights will not apply to the rights that a party might have as a surviving spouse and Social Security laws or under government benefits.



ALIMONY OR SUPPORT

This is the recognition of the fact that both parties will not have the right to any alimony or spousal support from the other.



ERISA RIGHTS

This is the part of the agreement where both parties agree to waive their rights on the ERISA (Employee Retirement Income Security Act) of the other. This means that they will not have any right to the other’s pension, profit-sharing, and other retirement benefits.



RIGHT TO CONTEST

This part details that either party cannot use the Agreement to limit the other in filing domestic lawsuits and other similar cases against them. In addition, in any hearing of such a suit, no party shall be able to demand payment for legal fees on the other that is inconsistent with the expenses list that was provided above.



ENTIRE AGREEMENT

This part of the agreement means that the entirety of the agreement should be accepted as a whole and that there are no other agreements, warranties, and other similar covenants left out in this agreement. Furthermore, other similar agreements that were made before this one will be waived in favor of the Cohabitation Agreement.



BINDING ON SUCCESSORS

The terms of these agreements will be effective to the benefit of heirs, assigns, personal representatives, and all other successors.



SEVERABILITY

In the event that a portion of this agreement shall be deemed void or invalid, the other unaffected sections will still apply as normal.



MODIFICATION

The agreement can only be modified upon the written agreement of both parties. Physical destruction of this document will not be considered a modification.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This clause is to confirm that both parties have read the agreement thoroughly and have acknowledged all the details under the guidance of an attorney or other legal professional.



GOVERNING LAW

Identify the state whose laws this agreement shall follow.



IN WITNESS WHEREOF

To complete the signing of this form, two witnesses are required as well as notarization of the document itself.



AAA Signature

The individual that was assigned AAA in the preamble must affix their signature here.



Date

Input the date of signing.



BBB Signature

The individual that was assigned BBB in the preamble must affix their signature here.



Date

Input the date of signing.



WITNESS (Two witnesses are required)

Print Name

Input the name of the witness.



Signature

Affix the signature of the witness.



Address

Input the address of the witness.



NOTARIZATION

The last page of the document is for the notarization of the agreement.



State of

Input the state of the notary public.



County of

Input the County of the notary public.



Body

The body of the notarization requires the date of notarization and the names of AAA and BBB.



My Commission Expires

Input the date of expiration of the notarization.



Notary Public

Indicate the name and affix the signature of the one that notarized your agreement.


Start filling out a Cohabitation Agreement sample and export in PDF.

GET STARTED





Frequently Asked Questions About a Cohabitation Agreement

Is a cohabitation legally binding?

There is no definitive answer to this question since it can vary depending on the laws of each individual state. However, in general, cohabitation agreements are not considered to be legally binding in the same way as a traditional marriage contract. This means that if one party decides to end the relationship, they are not obligated to provide financial support to the other party or to continue living together. There may be some limited exceptions to this rule, such as if the couple has children together or if they have jointly owned property, but in general, cohabitation agreements are not considered to be legally binding.



If you wish to create a legally binding agreement with your cohabitating partner, it is best to consult with an attorney who can help you draft a contract that meets the requirements of your state's laws. Moreover, even if your agreement is not legally binding, it can still be helpful to put your understanding of the relationship in writing so that there is no confusion later on.



Without a cohabitation agreement, each state has its own laws that determine how property is divided if the relationship ends. These laws are generally based on the concept of "common law marriage." Common law marriage occurs when a couple lives together for a certain period of time (usually a minimum of seven years) and holds themselves out to the public as a married couple. Once this common law marriage is established, the couple is then subject to the same property division rules as any other married couple in that state.



However, not all states recognize common law marriage. In these states, couples who live together are not subject to the same property division rules as married couples. This means that if the relationship ends, each person is entitled to keep whatever property they brought into the relationship. The only exception to this rule is if the couple has children together, in which case the court may award child custody and support to one of the parents.



Cohabitation agreements can help couples who do not want to be subject to the property division rules of their state by specifying how they would like their property to be divided in the event that their relationship ends. However, it is important to note that these agreements are only binding if both parties agree to them willingly and without coercion. If either party decides to end the agreement, they are free to do so without any legal repercussions.



In conclusion, cohabitation agreements are not considered to be legally binding in the same way as a traditional marriage contract. However, they can still be helpful in specifying how a couple's property should be divided in the event that their relationship ends. It is important to note that these agreements are only binding if both parties agree to them willingly and without coercion. If either party decides to end the agreement, they are free to do so without any legal repercussions.



What should a cohabitation agreement include?

There is no one-size-fits-all answer to this question, as the contents of a cohabitation agreement will vary depending on the needs and wishes of the couple involved. However, common topics that are often covered in such agreements include:

	Financial matters — This can include things like how bills will be shared, who will be responsible for certain debts, and how joint bank accounts and credit cards will be managed.
	Property ownership — This can be important to clarify in the event that the relationship ends and one person wants to sell or otherwise dispose of jointly-owned property.
	Child-related issues — If there are children from a previous relationship involved, a cohabitation agreement can stipulate things like child support payments, custody arrangements, and visitation schedules.
	Pets — Who will be responsible for taking care of the pets if the couple splits up? Will one person have to give up ownership of the pet entirely? These are the sorts of questions that can be addressed in a cohabitation agreement.
	End of relationship provisions — What will happen to the jointly-owned property if the couple decides to break up? How will any debts be divided? These are the types of questions that can be answered at an end of the relationship provision.




The above are just some examples of the types of topics that can be addressed in a cohabitation agreement. Ultimately, the decision of what to include will be up to the couple involved. It is important to note, however, that any agreement should be created with the assistance of legal counsel to ensure its validity.



What is the purpose of a cohabitation agreement?

The purpose of a cohabitation agreement is to establish the rights and obligations of each party during their relationship. Here are some major purposes of cohabitation agreements:

	To determine how finances will be handled during the relationship
	To set expectations for each person's roles and responsibilities during the relationship
	To establish what will happen if the relationship ends
	To protect each person's assets in the event of a separation or divorce
	To create a plan for resolving disagreements




Cohabitation agreements can be used to address any issue that is important to the couple. The agreement can be as simple or complex as the couple wants it to be. It is important to consult with an attorney before signing a cohabitation agreement to make sure that it is legal and enforceable in your state.



What is legal cohabitation?

Legal cohabitation is a legal status that arises when two people live together in a committed relationship. Unlike marriage, there is no government recognition or regulation of legal cohabitation. This means that there are no specific laws governing the rights and responsibilities of cohabiting couples.



However, some couples may choose to enter into a cohabitation agreement, which is a contract that sets out each person's rights and obligations within the relationship.



Couples who are legally cohabitating have many of the same rights and responsibilities as married couples, including the right to make decisions about their finances, property, and children.



However, there are some key differences between legal cohabitation and marriage. For example, cohabiting couples do not have the same tax benefits as married couples, and they are not automatically entitled to inherit from each other if one partner dies.



There are a number of reasons why people may choose to cohabit instead of marrying. Some couples may feel that they do not want the government to have any involvement in their relationship. Others may want to wait to see if their relationship is long-lasting before making a legal commitment. Some couples may also choose to cohabit because they cannot get married due to religious or cultural reasons.



Despite the fact that legal cohabitation does not confer the same rights and responsibilities as marriage, it is still a serious commitment. Couples who are considering cohabiting should make sure that they are on the same page in terms of their expectations for the relationship. They should also be aware of the legal implications of cohabitation and how it may affect their rights and responsibilities if they choose to end the relationship.



How do you prove cohabitating?

Some possible methods of proof include demonstrating that you share joint bank accounts, lease or mortgage documents, or utility bills; or providing affidavits from friends or family members attesting to your cohabitation. Ultimately, the best way to prove cohabitation will depend on the specific circumstances and evidence available.



If you are seeking to prove cohabitation in order to obtain a divorce, you should speak with an experienced family law attorney in your jurisdiction who can advise you of the best method of proof under your unique circumstances.



What are the disadvantages of cohabitation?

There are a few disadvantages to cohabitation:

	Couples who cohabit before marriage tend to have less stable marriages — and are more likely to divorce — than couples who don’t live together before tying the knot.
	Cohabiting couples often have less money than married couples. They may not have as much disposable income to put toward savings and investments, and they’re more likely to live paycheck to paycheck.
	Cohabiters tend to be less healthy than married couples. Studies have shown that cohabiting men and women are more likely to smoke and drink heavily, and they’re also more likely to be obese.
	Couples who live together before marriage often have lower levels of relationship satisfaction than those who don’t. And if they do get married, they’re more likely to report higher levels of conflict in their marriage.
	Cohabitation can be bad for your mental health. A study found that people who cohabited before marriage were more likely to experience depression, anxiety, and other mental health problems than those who didn’t live together before tying the knot.




These are just a few of the disadvantages of cohabitation. If you’re considering whether or not to move in with your partner, it’s important to weigh all the pros and cons before making a decision.



Is cohabitation a good idea?

There's no easy answer to this question since there are pros and cons to cohabitation. Some people feel that cohabitating before marriage is a good way to test out the relationship and make sure they're compatible, while others believe that it's best to wait until marriage. There are pros and cons to both choices, so ultimately it's up to the couple to decide what's right for them.



Some of the advantages of cohabitation include being able to save money on rent and bills by sharing expenses, as well as getting a better sense of what it would be like to live with your partner before committing to marriage. Cohabitating can also help couples work through problems in their relationship before taking the next step.



However, there are also some drawbacks to cohabitation. For example, couples who live together before marriage are more likely to divorce than those who don't, and cohabitating can make it more difficult to break up if things don't work out. There's also the potential for one person to feel like they're giving up too much independence by moving in with their partner.



Ultimately, whether or not cohabitation is a good idea depends on the couple's individual situation. Some couples may find that it works well for them, while others may prefer to wait until marriage. There's no right or wrong answer, so it's important to discuss your options and decide what's best for you as a couple.



Do cohabitation agreements hold up in court?

There are a few factors that will affect whether or not a cohabitation agreement will be upheld in court. These include the following:

	Whether or not the agreement was entered into willingly and without coercion
	Whether or not both parties fully understood the terms of the agreement
	Whether or not both parties signed the agreement voluntarily
	Whether or not the agreement is clear and concise




If you have any questions about whether or not your cohabitation agreement will be upheld in court, it's best to speak with an attorney who can review your specific situation.



What is it called when you live with someone but are not married?

In general, if two people are living together in a committed relationship without being married, this is often referred to as cohabitation. Cohabitation may or may not involve romantic or sexual intimacy, and it can be a short-term arrangement or something that lasts for many years. For some couples, cohabitation may eventually lead to marriage, while for others it may simply be seen as an alternative to traditional marriage. There are many reasons why people choose to cohabitate rather than marry, such as financial concerns, differing views on marriage itself, or simply not being ready for such a commitment. Whatever the reason, cohabitation is a popular choice for many couples.



When should you get a cohabitation agreement?

You may want to consider getting a cohabitation agreement if you are moving in with your partner and plan to share finances, property, or other assets. A cohabitation agreement can provide clarity and peace of mind regarding your rights and responsibilities during the relationship and can help avoid potential disputes if the relationship ends. You should consult with an attorney to discuss whether a cohabitation agreement is right for you.



Do cohabitation agreements expire?

Cohabitation agreements are generally considered to be valid for as long as the couple remains in a committed relationship. However, if the couple breaks up, the agreement is no longer valid. This means that each person is free to go their own way and is not obligated to uphold any of the terms of the agreement.



If one person wants to end the agreement, they must do so in writing and give a copy of the notice to the other person. The notice must state the date on which the agreement will end. Once the notice is given, the agreement is no longer valid and cannot be enforced by either party.



What does a cohabitation agreement cover?

A cohabitation agreement can cover a number of different topics, but typically includes measures to address financial support and asset division in the event that the couple separates. Other common topics include:

	How expenses will be divided
	Who will be responsible for credit card debts
	What will happen to the family home
	Whether either party will receive spousal support
	How the children from the relationship will be taken care of financially




Cohabitation agreements are not just for married couples - they can also be used by people who are in de facto relationships or same-sex relationships. If you're considering entering into a cohabitation agreement, it's important to seek legal advice to ensure that the agreement is valid and enforceable.



Who can write a cohabitation agreement?

Couples who are not married but live together may find it beneficial to draft a cohabitation agreement in order to protect their interests should the relationship end. This type of agreement can help to prevent disputes over things like property division and financial support. Additionally, it can provide clarity on issues like child custody and visitation in the event that the couple has children together.



Those who are married may also wish to consider drafting a cohabitation agreement. This can be especially helpful in the event of a divorce, as it can help to determine how assets will be divided and who will be responsible for certain debts. Additionally, a cohabitation agreement can provide clarity on issues like child custody and visitation, which can help to avoid conflict down the road.



It is important to note that, while a cohabitation agreement can be a useful tool, it is not always binding in court. This means that, if one party breaches the agreement, the other party may not be able to enforce it through the legal system. For this reason, it is essential that both parties understand the terms of the agreement and their rights and responsibilities under it before signing. Additionally, couples should consult with an attorney before drafting or signing a cohabitation agreement, as there may be certain legal implications that need to be considered.



Is a cohabitation agreement the same as a prenup?

A cohabitation agreement is not the same as a prenup. A prenup is a contract entered into by two people who are about to be married, and it outlines how their assets will be divided in the event of a divorce. A cohabitation agreement is a contract entered into by two people who are already living together, and it outlines how their assets will be divided if they break up.



What is the difference between a cohabitation agreement and a marriage agreement?

A cohabitation agreement is a contract between two people who are living together but are not married. A marriage agreement is a contract between two people who are married. Both types of agreements can cover many different topics, such as finances, property ownership, and what will happen if the relationship ends.


Create a Cohabitation Agreement document, e-sign, and download as PDF.
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