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Fillable Form Copyright License Agreement


A Copyright License Agreement is between the licensor or the owner of a copyright, and the licensee or the party who desires to license the copyrighted work. It contains provisions pertaining to the rights granted, the licensor's rights and obligations, and the terms of the license. 
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What is a Copyright License Agreement?

A Copyright License Agreement is a document that details an agreement between the Licensor or owner of a copyright, and the Licensee or the party that wishes to license the copyrighted work. The agreement will contain provisions pertaining to the rights granted by the agreement, the rights and obligations of the Licensor, and the terms of the license.



When a person creates an original work that is fixed in a tangible form of expressions, such as an illustration of a particular character or mascot, a song, or even a novel, they are then considered the author and the owner of said work, which is then protected by copyright. Copyright allows authors to more effectively claim ownership of their work under the law, and provides particular rights to the owner of the copyrighted work. These rights include:

	Reproduce the work in copies or phonorecords.
	Prepare derivative works based upon the work.
	Distribute copies or phonorecords of the work to the public by sale or other transfer of ownership or by rental, lease, or lending.
	Perform the work publicly if it is a literary, musical, dramatic, or choreographic work; a pantomime; or a motion picture or other audiovisual work.
	Display the work publicly if it is a literary, musical, dramatic, or choreographic work; a pantomime; or a pictorial, graphic, or sculptural work. This right also applies to the individual images of a motion picture or other audiovisual work.
	Perform the work publicly by means of a digital audio transmission if the work is a sound recording.




Essentially, under copyright law, only the owner of the copyrighted work may make use of their creation in whatever way they see fit. If, for example, the copyrighted work is a novel, and the author (also called the Licensor) sells it to a person, that person may make use of said novel (ie by reading it or talking about it online or to their friends and family), but only up to a certain extent. Going beyond these limits will be considered a violation of contract law, which can then be grounds for the Licensor to pursue legal action.



The limits to which a person can make use of copyrighted work are determined by the owner of the copyright and the “Fair Use Index”, which describes the terms of fair use of copyrighted material by others, and Chapter 1 of Title 17 of the United States Code, which provides a complete list of exceptions to copyright protection under US law.



To enhance their copyright protections and enable them to pursue such things as legal action against those who would attempt to steal their work, copyright owners may register their work with the Copyright Office. Timely registration also allows copyright owners to seek certain types of monetary damages and attorney fees if there is a lawsuit, and also provides a presumption that information on the registration certificate is correct.



For outside parties that wish to also benefit from the rights afforded to copyright-protected works, however, they must enter an agreement with the owner of the copyright that states that they are allowed to make use of the copyrighted work in such a way. For example, using the earlier example of a novel, if a company wishes to create merchandise that is designed around or after the places, characters, and story of the novel, they must contact the author of the novel and enter an agreement with them that allows them to do so. Generally, in return for the Licensor’s agreement to allow another person or organization to license their work, the person or organization - also called the Licensee - will pay the Licensor a fee based on their use of the copyrighted work. This fee is called royalty.



Copyright License Agreements will often be negotiated over by the Licensor and the Licensee, and will generally only be signed and made official once both parties are satisfied with the terms in the agreement.

How to fill out a Copyright License Agreement?

A Copyright License Agreement is a very simple form to fill out. However, it is important to ensure that both parties (both Licensor and Licensee) are satisfied with the terms as outlined in the agreement.



Date of Agreement

Enter the day and date that the agreement was made.



Name and Organization (If Applicable) of Licensor

Enter the full legal name of the Licensor, and any organization they are part of or representing, if applicable.



Name and Organization (if Applicable) of Licensee

Enter the full legal name of the Licensee, and any organization that they are part of or representing, if applicable.



Item 1 - Rights Granted

Enter the name of the work that the Licensor is granting the Licensee the right to copy, distribute, display, perform, transmit, publish, and sell.



Item 2 - Licensor’s Rights and Obligations

The Licensor retains all rights of every kind and nature in the work, except those that they specifically granted to the Licensee through this agreement.



Item 3 - Payments

Enter the amount of royalties that the Licensee must pay to the Licensor in return for the rights granted to them by the Licensor through this agreement.



Item 4 - Written Statement

The Licensee will render quarterly written statements to the Licensor within forty-five (45) days after the end of each quarter that the copyrighted work is sold, specifying the royalties due to the Licensor with respect to the concerned Work. The statement will be given to the Licensor alongside the payment of the due royalty amount.



Item 5 - Licensor’s Right to Review Records

The Licensor reserves the right to, with reasonable notice, review the records of the Licensee to verify the royalties paid. This must be done in a manner that does not interfere unreasonably with the normal operations of the Licensee.



Item 6 - Warranty and Identification

This section details various things that the Licensor and Licensee both swear to by signing this agreement.



	The Licensor warrants and represents that:
	It has the full right, power, and authority to enter into this agreement and to grant the rights passed within.
	They have not previously licensed the copyrighted work to any third party
	The Licensee’s use of the work will not violate any rights of any kind or nature whatsoever of any third party.



	The Licensor will not hold the Licensee and their subordinates accountable for claims, damages, liabilities, et cetera. arise from or are connected with any breach of any representation or warranty made by the Licensor.
	The Licensee will not hold the Licensor accountable for any damages, liabilities, expenses and et cetera arising from or are connected with any claim that the work is infringing on intellectual property rights or the rights of any third party.




Item 7 - Terms and Termination

Enter the time period (in months or years) that the Licensee will be allowed to hold the license to the copyrighted work, unless the agreement is terminated early by either party.



Item 8 - Termination of Agreement (Licensor)

The agreement may be terminated by the Licensor through written notice to the Licensee if the Licensee has had issues in the observance or performance of the agreements included in this document that have persisted for a period of thirty (30) days or more.



Item 9 - Termination of Agreement (Licensee)

The agreement may be terminated by the Licensee through written notice to the Licensor if the Licensor has had issues in the observance or performance of the agreements included in this document that have persisted for a period of thirty (30) days or more.



Line 10 - General Provisions



Line 10a - Successors/Assigns

This agreement is binding upon and will take effect to the benefit of the successors or assigns of the parties herein.



Line 10b - Integration

The agreement sets force all of the terms as agreed upon by both parties, and may not be modified or amended except by written agreement executed by the parties involved.



Line 10c - Governing Law

Enter the State whose laws will govern the agreement.



Line 10d - Notice

The address of each party will be considered the appropriate address for the mailing of notices, checks, and statements, if any.



Licensor’s Name and Signature

Have the Licensor enter their full legal name and signature in the spaces provided. You may also include their title (such as Professor, Doctor, and et cetera) if applicable.



Licensee’s Name and Signature

Have the Licensee enter their full legal name and signature in the spaces provided. You may also include their title (such as Professor, Doctor, and et cetera) if applicable.

Frequently Asked Questions About a Copyright License Agreement

What are some tipswhen filling out a Copyright License Agreement?

Here are some tips when filling out a Copyright License Agreement:

If you are the Licensor:

	Be as specific as possible when describing the work that is being licensed. This will help to avoid any confusion later on and will make it easier for the Licensee to understand what they are licensing.
	Include a clause that allows the Licensor to terminate the agreement if the Licensee breaches any of the terms. This way, you can protect your rights if the agreement is not being adhered to.
	Make sure that you retain all copyright and other intellectual property rights in the work. This means that you should include a clause stating that nothing in the agreement gives the Licensee any right, title, or interest in the work itself.


If you are the Licensee:

	Read through the agreement carefully before signing anything. Make sure that you understand all of the terms and conditions and that you are happy with them.
	Include a clause specifying how long the agreement will last. This way, there is a clear understanding of when the licensing period ends and what happens to the work after that.
	Make sure that you have the right to sublicense the work if you want to. This means that you can license the work to someone else in turn, which can be useful if you want to use it for commercial purposes.


Overall, make sure that both parties are aware of their obligations under the agreement. This will help to avoid any misunderstandings or disputes down the line.

Both parties should keep a copy of the agreement for their records. This will provide evidence of the terms of the agreement if there are any disputes in the future.

Who needs to use a Copyright License Agreement?

Anybody who wants to use someone else's copyrighted material in their own work needs to obtain a copyright license from the owner of the original work. This is true even if the new work is for non-commercial purposes. Without a copyright license, the use of copyrighted material is considered an infringement and can result in legal action being taken against the infringer.

There are many different types of copyright licenses that can be obtained, depending on the type of copyrighted material and how it will be used. Some licenses are very simple and straightforward, while others are much more complex. It is important to make sure that you understand the terms of any copyright license agreement before signing it.

Here are some examples of when you might need to obtain a copyright license:

	If you want to use someone else's copyrighted image in your own work (for example, on your website or in a printed publication), you will need to obtain a copyright license from the owner of the image.
	If you want to use someone else's copyrighted music in your own work (for example, in a film or video), you will need to obtain a copyright license from the owner of the music.
	If you want to use someone else's copyrighted material for commercial purposes (for example, selling products that you have made that incorporate someone else's copyrighted material), you will need to obtain a copyright license from the owner of the copyrighted material.


If you are unsure about whether or not you need a copyright license, or if you are unsure about the terms of a particular license agreement, you should consult with an attorney who specializes in intellectual property law.

What are the types of copyright licenses?

Copyright licenses are documents that list a set of terms and conditions that creators must agree to in order to use a copyrighted work. Copyright licenses allow creators to use copyrighted material in ways that would otherwise be infringing.



Copyright licenses are typically non-exclusive, meaning that the copyright owner can license the work to multiple parties. Some copyright licenses are exclusive, meaning that the copyright owner grants a single party the exclusive right to use the copyrighted material.



Here are the types of copyright licenses:



	Creative Commons licenses — Creative Commons licenses are a set of six standard copyright licenses that allow creators to grant others permission to use their copyrighted work. The six licenses are Attribution (CC BY), Attribution-ShareAlike (CC BY-SA), Attribution-NoDerivatives (CC BY-ND), Attribution-NonCommercial (CC BY-NC), Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike (CC BY-NC-SA), and Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives (CC BY-NC-ND).
	GNU General Public License — The GNU General Public License (GPL) is a free software license that allows end-users to freely use, modify, and distribute software that is licensed under the GPL. The GPL does not allow for the sale or distribution of software that is licensed under the GPL unless the copyright holder explicitly grants permission.
	Apache License — The Apache License is a free software license that allows creators to distribute their work without having to release the source code. The Apache License is also permissive, meaning that creators can add additional terms and conditions to the license as long as they do not conflict with the terms of the Apache License.
	MIT License — The MIT License is a free software license that allows creators to distribute their work without having to release the source code. The MIT License is also permissive, meaning that creators can add additional terms and conditions to the license as long as they do not conflict with the terms of the MIT License.
	BSD License — The BSD License is a free software license that allows end-users to freely use, modify, and distribute software that is licensed under the BSD License. The BSD License does not allow for the sale or distribution of software that is licensed under the BSD License unless the copyright holder explicitly grants permission.
	Proprietary license — A proprietary license is a copyright license that gives the copyright holder exclusive rights to use, distribute, and modify the copyrighted work. A proprietary license does not allow for the sale or distribution of the copyrighted work unless the copyright holder explicitly grants permission.




These are the most common types of copyright licenses. There are also a number of other less common copyright licenses, such as the Public Domain Dedication and the GNU Lesser General Public License.



When choosing a license for your work, you should consider what rights you want to grant others, and what restrictions you want to place on the use of the work. You should also consider whether you want to allow others to distribute derivative works based on your work.



If you are unsure which license is right for your work, you can contact a lawyer or seek guidance from a licensing expert.



What does copyright licensing protect?

Copyright licensing is used to protect the rights of creators and owners of copyrighted material. When someone wants to use copyrighted material, they must obtain a license from the copyright holder. Copyright licenses can be obtained from many sources, including the Copyright Office, commercial licensing organizations, and online services.



There are many different types of copyright licenses, and each has its own terms and conditions. Some licenses allow for the use of copyrighted material in certain ways, while others may forbid certain uses. It is important to read and understand the terms of any copyright license before using copyrighted material.



Some copyright holders may allow their material to be used without a license. This is called "fair use." Fair use allows for the limited use of copyrighted material without permission from the copyright holder. Fair use is determined by a set of factors, including the purpose and character of the use, the nature of the copyrighted work, the amount of the copyrighted work used, and the effect of the use on the market for the copyrighted work.



It is important to note that fair use is not a defense against copyright infringement. If you use copyrighted material without



Why is copyright licensing important?

Copyright licensing is important for many reasons. It allows creators to protect their work, and it allows others to use that work legally. Copyright licensing also helps to ensure that works are used in ways that are consistent with the creator's wishes.



Here are some reasons why copyright licensing is important:



	Copyright licensing protects the work of creators. When a work is copyrighted, it means that only the copyright holder has the right to reproduce, distribute, or perform the work. This protects the creator's hard work from being copied without permission.
	Copyright licensing allows others to use copyrighted material legally. If you want to use a copyrighted work, you need to get permission from the copyright holder. This is usually done through a copyright license. Without a license, you would be breaking the law if you used the work in question.
	Copyright licensing helps to ensure that works are used in ways that are consistent with the creator's wishes. When a creator licenses their work, they can specify how it can and cannot be used. This helps to ensure that the work is used in a way that is respectful of the creator's wishes. For example, a creator could license their work for use in educational materials, but not for commercial purposes.
	Copyright licensing can generate income for creators. If a creator licenses their work for use by others, they can generate income from that licensing. This can help to support the creator's continued creation of new works.
	Copyright licensing can help to promote creativity and innovation. When creators are able to license their work, it allows them to control how it is used. This can encourage creativity and innovation, as creators can experiment with new ways of using their work.




Overall, copyright licensing is important for many reasons. It helps to protect the work of creators, allows others to use copyrighted material legally, and can help to ensure that works are used in ways that are consistent with the creator's wishes. Additionally, copyright licensing can generate income for creators and help to promote creativity and innovation.



What are an exclusive and a non-exclusive copyright license agreement?

An exclusive license, on the other hand, means that the copyright owner has given up all rights to the work except those expressly granted in the license. The exclusive licensee is the only one who can use the work in the ways specified in the license agreement. A non-exclusive license means that the copyright owner retains the right to use the copyrighted work even though others are also licensed to do so. The copyright owner can also transfer or sell those rights to someone else.



There are some important things to keep in mind when considering a non-exclusive or exclusive license for your copyrighted work. First, you should make sure that you have actually copyrighted your work before entering into any licensing agreement. Copyright protection is not automatic, and you will need to register your work with the U.S. Copyright Office before you can assert your rights under copyright law.



Second, it's important to understand the difference between an exclusive and non-exclusive license. An exclusive license means that you are giving up all rights to the work except those expressly granted in the agreement. A non-exclusive license, on the other hand, simply allows someone else to use your work under specific conditions without infringing on your copyright.



Third, you should always consult with an attorney before entering into any licensing agreement, especially if you are licensing exclusive rights to your work. This is because an exclusive license can have a significant impact on your future ability to exploit your copyrighted work.



Finally, remember that even if you do grant someone an exclusive license to your work, you still retain the copyright to the work itself. This means that you can continue to use the work and make derivative works based on it, as long as you do not violate the terms of the agreement.



How long does copyright last?

A copyright lasts for 70 years after the death of the author, or for 70 years after publication if the author is unknown. After this time, the work enters the public domain and can be used by anyone.



There are a few exceptions to this rule. If a work is published under a pseudonym, the copyright lasts 95 years after publication or 120 years after creation, whichever is shorter. For works made for hire, the copyright lasts 95 years from publication or 120 years from creation, whichever is shorter. And for anonymous or pseudonymous works, the copyright lasts 95 years from publication or 120 years from creation, whichever is shorter.



What are the components of a license agreement?

A copyright license agreement should have the following information:

	The date of the agreement
	The name of the copyright owner and the licensee
	A description of the copyrighted work that is being licensed
	The terms and conditions of the license, including any limitations or restrictions on the use of the copyrighted work
	The signatures of the copyright owner and the licensee
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Schedule a Product Demo

Talk to us and find out if PDFRun is a good fit for your organization.
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