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Fillable Form Child Care Authorization


A Child Care Authorization is a document used to allow someone to temporarily care for or make decisions about your child. 
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Fill and sign Child Care Authorization online and download in PDF.

OPEN TEMPLATE



[bookmark: what_is]What is a Child Care Authorization letter?

A child care authorization letter is a letter usually written by parents authorizing another person to temporarily take care of their child for a period of time. When you authorize a person to take care of your child, you are also giving them the authority to make decisions regarding the welfare of the child.



However, the decisions that the authorized person makes shall not be major decisions, the authorized person can only make small decisions. If the parents want to allow the authorized person to make major decisions, they may write a power of attorney for the child instead.



[bookmark: how_to]How to fill out a Child Care Authorization letter?



Get a copy of Child Care Authorization template in PDF format.

GET A COPY





The first part of the letter grants the caretaker the authority to watch over your child or children.



Parent/Guardian 1

Enter your name.



Parent/Guardian 2

Enter the name of your co-parent or guardian.



Address

Provide your address.



Caretaker’s name

Enter the name of the person whom you are authorizing.

The next line of the letter signifies the date when the grant of authority will start. It states that the authorization shall end once it is terminated by you or your co-parent.



Date of authorization

Enter the date when the gran of authority will start.



The next part of the letter allows you to choose the extent of the authority granted to the caretaker. You may choose all of the given options or only your preferences. You may choose from the following:



	You are authorizing the caretaker to seek appropriate medical treatment or attention on behalf of your children if circumstances deem it necessary. It is included but not limited to, medical doctors and/or hospital visitations.




	You are allowing the caretaker to make decisions regarding medical treatment or medical procedures in emergency situations.




	You are authorizing the caretaker to make decisions regarding clothing, bodily nourishment, and shelter.




	You are authorizing the caretaker to explain your child or children’s absences from school.




	You are authorizing the caretaker to pick up your child or children from school.




	You are authorizing the caretaker to sign release forms for sports, field trips, or any other extracurricular activities that require consent from parents.




The last line of the letter states that if the caretaker has any questions, clarifications, or additional information, he or she may contact you.



Contact number

Provide your mobile or telephone number. If unavailable, provide the contact number of your co-parent.



Signature of parent

Provide your signature.



Date

Enter the date when the letter is being signed.



Signature of co-parent

Provide the signature of the co-parent.



Date

Enter the date when the letter is being signed.



NOTES



By signing this form, you must understand the extent of the authority that you have given the caretaker. If the matter at hand is beyond the extent of the authority, the caretaker must contact and consult with you and it is you who has to make the decision.



If your child or children are harmed during the duration of the authorization period, the caretaker is the primary individual that must make the decisions regarding the welfare of the child or children, as stated in the letter.



The caretaker must not commit illegal actions towards your child or children, if he or she does something of the sort, and it is proven that false actions are done to your child are true and evidence supports it, you can file a lawsuit or place charges on the caretaker.


Start filling out a Child Care Authorization sample and export in PDF.

GET STARTED





[bookmark: faq]Frequently Asked Questions About a Child Care Authorization Letter

Is a Child Care Authorization Letter legally binding?

A Child Care Authorization Letter is usually legally binding, depending on the state where it was issued. Authorization letters are often looked at as an order or court document because that is what they exactly are. They can be used for anything from custody to visitation rights and should be taken seriously by whomever it is sent to.



If you are unsure about the legalities of a Child Care Authorization Letter, it is recommended that you discuss your specific situation with your attorney.



Do both parents of a child must sign a Child Care Authorization Letter?

Yes, both parents or legal guardians must sign a Child Care Authorization Letter to authorize their child to be in the care of another person. It applies to parents who are separated, divorced, or still together.



There are exceptions to this rule. A Child Care Authorization Letter does not have to be signed by both parents if:

	one parent is not able to sign due to legal restrictions, distance, mental or physical conditions;
	there are special circumstances that may affect the health or safety of the child; or
	if it is not in the best interest of the child.




A Child Care Authorization Letter signed by only one parent should include a statement that explains why the other parent is not involved in the child's care.



Where should I send a Child Care Authorization Letter?

A Child Care Authorization Letter can be sent to anyone such as:

	caregiver;
	daycare, preschool, or pre-K programs;
	after school program;
	foster care agency; and
	licensed child care center.


The Child Care Authorization Letter must include all the necessary information to grant permission for child care, including the child's name and the name of the person taking care of the child.



How do you know if your child is unhappy at daycare?

When your child is unhappy at daycare, you can tell by how he or she interacts with others and responds to various situations.



Your child may feel uncomfortable if:

	other children are mean to him or her;
	the caregivers are not warm or attentive enough;
	there is a lot of shouting going on in the room;
	he or she is not as happy as before; and
	he or she responds with more aggression than normal.


If you notice any of those signs, it is best to talk to your child about his or her daycare experience and find out if there is anything that can be done to make them feel better.



You may also use the Child Care Authorization Letter to resolve the matter in court. It may serve as evidence that your child was in the care of the caregiver.



Can a Child Care Authorization Letter be modified?

Yes, a Child Care Authorization Letter can be modified if it is needed for any reason.



It needs to be in writing and must include the name of the child concerned, the date when it was written, and when it expires. Both parents must sign the new Child Care Authorization Letter that modifies the original document.



Please note that if the modifications in the document are significant, it may be necessary to complete a new Child Care Authorization Letter.



A Child Care Authorization Letter can be changed if the original document is no longer valid. It may happen if:

	the child has been adopted, or care arrangements have changed significantly;
	there was a mistake in the original document that needs to be corrected, such as an incorrect address or phone number; or
	the child has become 18 and is no longer in need of child care.




When should I use a Child Care Authorization Letter?

Use a Child Care Authorization Letter if you need to authorize someone else to care for your child. Some examples of when this is necessary are:

	if you are going out of town;
	your child is sick and needs an adult to take care of him or her;
	you want someone else to keep your child safe while you are at work;
	you want someone to pick up your child from a daycare;
	your child is going on vacation with a caregiver; or
	you want your child to stay at someone else's house for a few days.




You may also use a Child Care Authorization Letter if you want to authorize some other person to make medical decisions on your child's behalf. It may be necessary if:

	you need medical treatment and cannot make the medical decisions yourself;
	your child is in an emergency, and another person should be able to make medical decisions until you arrive at the hospital;
	your child is going through the outpatient surgery and needs someone to follow up with his or her medical treatment.




Use a Child Care Authorization form if your child's caregiver is required to complete any official paperwork on your child's behalf, such as school enrollment forms, medical consent forms, or child abuse background checks.



In cases when you need to authorize someone else to care for your child, it is best to have a Child Care Authorization Letter.



What can a Child Care Authorization Letter not do?

Although a Child Care Authorization Letter allows someone else to be responsible for your child while you are away or unavailable, it does not give full legal custody over your child. It is only a legal document that transfers responsibility to someone else, allowing them to make certain decisions if necessary regarding your child's health and safety.



If there is no one else available to take care of your child, you must do so yourself unless some other person has been given legal custody of your child. You cannot leave your child with anyone without their permission.



A Child Care Authorization Letter is not necessary if you are just going out momentarily. However, it is always a good idea to have someone authorized to take care of your child in case of an emergency.



A Child Care Authorization Letter does not give the person taking care of your child any authority over him or her. In addition, a Child Care Authorization Letter cannot:

	be used to establish custody;
	automatically grant permission for medical treatment in the case of an emergency; and
	exclude the parent's responsibility for child support.




Can I use a Child Care Authorization Letter if I am not the biological or adoptive parent of a child?

Yes, you can use a Child Care Authorization Letter if you are not the biological or adoptive parent of the child who needs care. However, it may only be plausible if you have been given legal custody of the child.



For example, if you are the child's foster parent or a grandparent caring for your grandchild, you can use a Child Care Authorization Letter. You may do so as long as you have been given legal custody over them and the biological parents do not object.



If no one has been given legal custody of your child and you do not want to make a Child Care Authorization Letter, ask the biological parent if they would like this instead.



How old does my child need to be for me to use a Child Care Authorization Letter?

The child must be old enough to understand and follow written instructions. If you use a Child Care Authorization Letter, the person holding your child should discuss it with him or her if there is an emergency that requires them to seek medical treatment on your child's behalf.



In most cases, this means the child needs to be at least three years old. If the child is younger, you should make a Child Care Authorization Letter if there are no other caregivers available to take care of him or her.



Does a Child Care Authorization Letter need to be notarized?

While t is not necessary for a Child Care Authorization Letter to be notarized, it is recommended to increase the authenticity of the document. If you choose not to get your Child Care Authorization Letter notarized, it may take longer for other establishments like schools and hospitals to accept it.



If you are not comfortable with your child's caregiver, make sure to ask for identification. You may also require the person taking care of your child to sign a contract or give you a power of attorney in case they need to make any significant decisions on your child's behalf if he or she becomes unable to act on his or her own.



If the Child Care Authorization form needs to be notarized, you will need it signed in front of a notary authorized to authenticate the document with his or her seal.



Can grandparents sign a Child Care Authorization Letter?

While there is no specific law that prevents grandparents from signing an authorization letter or not, this would depend on the state where it was issued and does not really affect the outcome. However, it is recommended that you get a notarized Child Care Authorization Letter.

Can a Child Care Authorization Letter be revoked?

Yes, a Child Care Authorization Letter can be revoked.



You may revoke a Child Care Authorization Letter at any time if you feel that your child is not in a safe environment or that the caregiver is unable to provide adequate care for your child.



If you are concerned about your child's safety with the person taking care of him or her, make sure to contact social services for advice on how to proceed. You can also make a police report if you think that there is criminal activity happening in the place where your child is staying. Remember, a Child Care Authorization Letter only allows one person to take care of your child. If you suspect that the caregiver is being negligent in his or her duties, it may be necessary to get back custody over him or her.



Who needs a Child Care Authorization Letter?

All parents who are out of the house for an extended period of time, especially those planning to be away on vacation or work assignments, should use a Child Care Authorization Letter. It allows them to make any necessary decisions when their child is with the caregiver. It may also be needed in any situation when a parent is unable to take care of his or her child, and no one else can assume responsibility for him or her.



A Child Care Authorization Letter is a document that aims to simplify child care and give an easy solution if there is ever a need to place a child in someone else's care. The parents must pick the person they consider suitable to take care of their child while they are away.



A Child Care Authorization Letter is typically completed by a caregiver, parent, or guardian and signed by both parties involved.



Is a Child Care Authorization Letter required?

In most cases, a Child Care Authorization Letter is not required for child care. It does not have to be filed with any authority. However, it is recommended that you use a Child Care Authorization Letter if the caregiver needs access to personal information about your child or medical condition. Using a Child Care Authorization Letter makes everything easier both on paper and in person.



Most schools will accept a Child Care Authorization Letter in place of any other forms. It may also be accepted in hospitals in case your child needs immediate medical attention while you are away. If you suspect that something is wrong with the person taking care of your child, you can use a Child Care Authorization Letter to bring your suspicions into the open; this can also allow you to start an investigation if necessary.



Your child's school may ask for a Child Care Authorization Letter if your child is sick and needs to stay home. Non-emergency care comes with specific requirements, so be sure to have all the important information ready before visiting the school office. If there is any confusion about who can provide child care, having a Child Care Authorization Letter will make things easier for everyone. Parents are expected to be at work or out of the house for most of the day, so knowing who is looking after their child is an important part of child care management.



A Child Care Authorization Letter is not required by law, but some child care facilities may require one before they will allow your child to attend their facility.



What are the requirements needed to make Child Care Authorization Letter?

There are no specific requirements for a Child Care Authorization Letter.



The idea is that a Child Care Authorization Letter can be used in any situation and by anyone who may need to take care of a child. However, if you plan on using a Child Care Authorization Letter, here are some things to remember.

	A Child Care Authorization Letter must clearly state the caregiver's name and who authorizes him or her to take care of your child.
	A Child Care Authorization Letter should contain the name and contact information of both parties, as well as a statement that all information shared is to remain strictly confidential.
	The person taking care of your child must have a valid identification card from the government or school system.
	A Child Care Authorization Letter does not have to be notarized.
	A Child Care Authorization Letter should be signed by the parents or legal guardians of the child in question.
	It is always a good idea to have two Child Care Authorization Letters on hand, one for each parent, in case you are asked for both during an emergency.




How do I write a letter of notice to a daycare?

Writing a letter of notice to your daycare is made easier by using a Child Care Authorization Letter. A simple letter of notice can be used, but it will have less power if something goes wrong.



Is a Letter of Authorization the same as a Child Care Authorization?

A Letter of authorization and a Child Care Authorization Letter are two different things. A letter of authorization is typically used for someone to access your personal information from the government, visit a health care professional on your behalf, or fill in medical forms about you.



A Child Care Authorization Letter is a letter that gives someone the right to assume child care duties. It could be anything from medical care to running errands, depending on what you can afford or what your needs are.



How do you say thank you to a daycare provider?

You can say thank you to your daycare provider by writing a letter of appreciation. Even after your child is done with their care, you can let them know how much they mean to you.



You can also send the daycare provider a token of your appreciation. For example, you could send a basket full of groceries or treats for all the staff to enjoy.



How do I authorize someone to act on my behalf?

You can authorize someone to act on your behalf by drafting and signing a Child Care Authorization Letter. It allows the person you authorized to do certain tasks for you because you are unable or unwilling to do it yourself.



For example, you can authorize someone to pick up your child from school in an emergency.



Is a Child Care Authorization the same as an Authorization Letter for Child Medical Care?

A Child Care Authorization Letter and an Authorization Letter for Child Medical Care are two different things. A Child Care Authorization Letter is a letter that gives someone the right to assume child care duties for general reasons.



An Authorization Letter for Child Medical Care is a more specific document that gives someone the right to make medical decisions on your behalf.



When do I need to write a Child Care Authorization letter?

	You can write a child care authorization letter if you want your child’s school or daycare center to release your child to another individual.
	You can write this letter if you are giving authorization to another person to make decisions and watch over your child during the time of your unexpected absence.




Who can I authorize to take care of my child?

There are no specific people indicated on the letter regarding who is allowed to be given authorization. The provisions do not state that your relatives are the only people who are allowed to be given authorization. Therefore, you can choose anyone you want.



Make sure that you trust the person you choose to take care of your child, choose someone who has a good relationship with your family. Choosing someone who is good with children or knows how to make decisions for the welfare of your child.



Is there other information that I need to know before writing this authorization letter?

	A Child Care Authorization letter is an underutilized document but it can be very useful to get immediate medical or other attention for your children in case of an emergency.
	Along with this authorization letter, provide your health cards and other necessary information so that your caretaker is totally prepared when an emergency happens. In doing so, you, your child or children, and the caretaker will be free of any inconveniences in case of an emergency.
	It is advised that you put this document in a visible place in your home so that your caretaker can easily access it in case of emergencies and if someone asks for proof that the care service is legal and authorized.
	Advise the caretaker to have a copy of the document in case the original document gets misplaced.
	You should always be prepared to write this document if you are leaving home overnight and most especially when you are going to be away from home for a long period of time.
	You should sign multiple copies of this document, you must have at least one copy for yourself, and one or more copies for the caretaker. If possible, another copy must be present and stored either in your computer or in your personal storage to avoid inconveniences in case the primary copies are misplaced.
	This document is very useful, it is also advised that you sign and print several copies after filling out the letter so that once you will need to authorize a caretaker to watch over your children, you have a document that is already prepared.



Create a Child Care Authorization document, e-sign, and download as PDF.

EDIT DOCUMENT
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Schedule a Product Demo
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First Name *










Last Name *













Work Email *










Phone Number *













Company Name *










Company Size *

- Please Select - 
1-2
3-10
11-50
51-100
101-500
501-1000
Above 1000










Book a Demo














×
Request Sent




Thank you for contacting us.

Please check your email for more information.




Close












Redirecting...




You're already active, redirecting to dashboard

















×





Caution









OK























