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Fillable Form General Power of Attorney


A General Power of Attorney designates an individual you appoint as your attorney-in-fact. The individual will have full power and authority to act on your behalf. It is wise to appoint someone you trust to act in this capacity. 
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How to Get and Edit General Power of Attorney template
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Fill and sign General Power of Attorney online and download in PDF.

OPEN TEMPLATE





[bookmark: what_is]What is a General Power of Attorney form?

A General Power of Attorney form is a legal document used by a principal or an individual who wants to appoint someone as his or her attorney-in-fact. When you appoint someone as your attorney-in-fact, you grant them absolute power and authority to fulfill your legal obligations.

In your General Power of Attorney form, you can name anybody as your attorney-in-fact as long as you do so freely and are mentally competent. Here are some examples of the things that your chosen attorney-in-fact can take care of on your behalf:

	Make legal decisions about one’s medical directives
	Handle bank accounts
	Make financial decisions
	Conduct any business and sign any documents
	Sell property and assets
	File taxes
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Get a copy of General Power of Attorney template in PDF format.

GET A COPY









For your convenience, PDFRun has a General Power of Attorney form template that you can use. It should be filled out with the following information:



Introduction



This section includes the personal information of the designated attorney-in-fact and successor attorney.



Enter your full legal name.



Enter the organization you’re affiliated with.



Enter the full legal name of the individual you appoint as your attorney-in-fact.



Enter the full legal name of the individual you appoint as your successor attorney and the organization he or she is affiliated with.



Body



This section includes the power and limitations of the attorney-in-fact.



Conclusion



This section concludes the document. It indicates when it was drafted, the name and signature of two witnesses, and your name and signature.



Enter the day, month, and year of the effective date.



Enter the full legal name of the two witnesses.



Affix the signature of the two witnesses.



Enter the state to determine the laws that will be applied to the document.



Enter the county where the document will take effect.



Enter the day, month, and year when you signed this form.



Enter the full legal name of your attorney.



Enter your full legal name.



Affix your signature.




Start filling out a General Power of Attorney sample and export in PDF.

GET STARTED









[bookmark: faq]Frequently Asked Questions About a General Power of Attorney



What are some tips for using a General Power of Attorney?



If you wish to modify the General Power of Attorney form template on PDFRun or write one on your own, here are a few suggestions that might help you in doing so:



Do research for your state’s requirements



Before writing and finalizing everything with your general power of attorney, it is important that you already have some knowledge on how to properly execute it. Search for the things you’ll be needing to successfully and legally create this document. Different states require different requirements, so make sure to comply with the necessary documents that your state expects from you.



Enter accurate and legitimate information



Since a general power of attorney is admissible in court and is primarily used in legal circumstances, it is important that everything you include in it is truthful and correct to the best of your knowledge.



Make sure that you have entered the full legal name of the principal and the chosen attorney-in-fact. Verify every other single detail that you’ve written in this document to avoid any dispute or conflict in the future.



If there are other specific demands, wishes, or instructions that you want to leave for your attorney-in-fact, you can also put them into writing to ensure that they will be enforceable even without your presence.



Sign the document



After writing the general power of attorney, the principal and witnesses must affix their signatures in order to authenticate it. Because of the sensitivity of this document, it is advised that they be signed in the presence of a notary public or in front of the witnesses.



Consult an attorney



If you’re having trouble drafting a general power of attorney form, you should consult an attorney to help you in doing so. Having a professional on your side will make your work easier and better. Since they probably already know how this kind of document works, they can assist you with the necessary knowledge you’ll be needing to successfully write this form. You can also ask for their service so they can write the entire form themselves with your guidance.







What are the different types of power of attorney?



There are different types of power of attorney that one may opt to go through, some of these are:



General Power of Attorney



A general power of attorney signifies that the attorney-in-fact has almost complete control and authority to act as the principal. When the principal becomes incompetent, revokes the power of attorney, or passes away, the general power of attorney agreement comes to an end.



Durable Power of Attorney



A durable power of attorney is when a principal appoints someone to act on his or her behalf and includes a durable clause that ensures the power of attorney continues even if the principal becomes disabled.



Special or Limited Power of Attorney



A special or limited power of attorney indicates that the attorney-in-fact has been granted specialized powers only in specific matters or events.



Springing Durable Power of Attorney



A springing durable power of attorney is only available in some states. It will only take effect once a specific event happens. It is also sometimes called a conditional power of attorney.







Why should I get a power of attorney?



If you’re thinking of drafting and getting a power of attorney, here are some of the reasons why you should go through it:



	You have the discretion and ability to choose who you want to act on your behalf and take care of your legal responsibilities for whatever valid reason it may serve you.
	It gives you the opportunity you speak your mind about your genuine desires and expectations to your loved ones, especially to the person appointed as agent in the power of attorney.
	You can control the kind of power you’re going to give your attorney-in-fact.
	It's a useful tool if you'll be out of the country and need someone to take care of specific matters for you.
	It will let you prepare for future problems that might arise where a power of attorney may be needed.
	It is good for emergencies and long-term care plans.
	It can serve as a strong piece of evidence in court if needed.
	It will give you peace of mind, knowing that someone you fully trust is the one attending to your legal obligations.




What is the best form of power of attorney?



There are several types of power of attorney and the best one to use depends on the situation.







There are four main types of power of attorney: general, limited, durable, and springing.







A general power of attorney grants the agent broad powers to handle the principal's affairs.







A limited power of attorney only gives the agent specific powers to handle very specific tasks on behalf of the principal.







A durable power of attorney remains in effect even if the principal becomes incapacitated, while a springing power of attorney only goes into effect if/when the principal becomes incapacitated.







The best type of power of attorney to use depends on the situation. If you only need someone to handle a few specific tasks on your behalf, then a limited power of attorney would be best.







If you need someone to handle your affairs on a more general basis, then a general power of attorney would be best.







And if you are worried about what would happen to your affairs if you become incapacitated, then either a durable or springing power of attorney would be best.







A principal can revoke a power of attorney at any time and for any reason, as long as the principal is still mentally competent. To revoke a durable or springing power of attorney, the principal must notify the agent in writing that the power of attorney is revoked. The revocation takes effect immediately upon receipt by the agent. To revoke a general or limited power of attorney, the principal simply needs to notify the person or organization that is named as the agent in the power of attorney document that the power of attorney is revoked.







If you have any questions about which type of power of attorney would be best for your situation, or how to revoke a power of attorney, you should speak with an experienced estate planning attorney.







What are the disadvantages of power of attorney?



Using a power of attorney has many advantages. It can help you manage your affairs if you become incapacitated, and it can also help you save time and money.







A power of attorney is a legal document that gives someone else the authority to act on your behalf. You can give someone power of attorney for a specific task, or you can give them general power of attorney, which allows them to handle all of your affairs.







Here are some notable advantages of a power of attorney:



	A power of attorney can help you avoid probate. Probate is the legal process of distributing your assets after you die. If you have a will, your assets will be distributed according to your wishes. However, if you don't have a will, your assets will be distributed according to state law. This can be very expensive and time-consuming.
	A power of attorney can help you save money. If you become incapacitated, your family will have to go through the court system to get permission to handle your affairs. This can be very costly.
	A power of attorney can help you save time. If you become incapacitated, your family will have to spend a lot of time going to court and dealing with lawyers.
	A power of attorney can help you avoid conflict. If you become incapacitated, your family may not agree on who should handle your affairs. This can cause a lot of conflicts.
	A power of attorney can help you protect your privacy. If you become incapacitated, your family will have to go through the court system to get permission to handle your affairs. This means that your financial information will be made public.
	A power of attorney can help you plan for the future. If you become incapacitated, you may not be able to make decisions about your care or your finances. A power of attorney can help you plan for these things in advance.
	A power of attorney can help you appoint someone you trust. If you become incapacitated, you may not be able to make decisions about your care or your finances. A power of attorney can help you appoint someone you trust to make these decisions for you.








There are also disadvantages to giving someone power of attorney. Some of these disadvantages are:



	The person you give power of attorney to may not act in your best interests.
	The person you give power of attorney to may abuse their power.
	The person you give power of attorney to may misuse your money.
	The person you give power of attorney to may make bad decisions about your care or your finances.
	The person you give power of attorney to may not be available when you need them.
	The person you give power of attorney to may not be able to handle the responsibility.
	The person you give power of attorney to may die before you do.
	The person you give power of attorney to may divorce you.








Before you give someone power of attorney, you should carefully consider the advantages and disadvantages. You should also talk to a lawyer to make sure that the document is legal and binding.







Can a family member override power of attorney?



No, a family member cannot override power of attorney. Power of attorney is a legal document that gives someone else the authority to make decisions on your behalf. Once you have signed a power of attorney, you have given up your right to make decisions for yourself. Only the person with power of attorney can make decisions for you.







However, you can terminate a power of attorney at any time. To do so, you must notify the person with power of attorney in writing that you are revoking their authority. After you have done this, the person with power of attorney no longer has any legal authority to make decisions on your behalf. You can then appoint a new person to have the power of attorney if you wish.







Is it worth having a power of attorney?



A power of attorney is a legal document that gives someone else the authority to make decisions on your behalf. This can be useful in a variety of situations, such as if you become incapacitated and are unable to make decisions for yourself, or if you simply want someone else to handle your affairs while you are unavailable.







There are different types of powers of attorney, and the specific authority that is granted can vary depending on the document. For example, a durable power of attorney will remain in effect even if you become incapacitated, whereas a non-durable power of attorney will expire if you become unable to make decisions for yourself.







Before granting someone power of attorney, it is important to consider what type of authority you are comfortable giving them. You should also have a conversation with the person you are appointing to ensure that they understand your wishes and are willing to act on your behalf.







Overall, a power of attorney can be a useful tool in ensuring that your affairs are handled according to your wishes, even if you are unable to do so yourself. However, it is important to consider all of your options before making a decision and to appoint someone you trust to act on your behalf.







What are the pros and cons of a power of attorney?



Using a power of attorney has its pros and cons. On one hand, a power of attorney can be very helpful if you are incapacitated and can no longer make decisions for yourself. On the other hand, a power of attorney can also be abused by someone who is looking to take advantage of your situation.







When deciding whether or not to use a power of attorney, it is important to weigh the pros and cons carefully. Here are some things to consider:







Pros



	A power of attorney can help ensure that your wishes are carried out if you become incapacitated.
	A power of attorney can help save time and money by avoiding the need for court involvement in your affairs.
	A power of attorney can give you peace of mind knowing that someone you trust is in charge of your affairs if you cannot be.








Cons



	A power of attorney can be abused by someone who is looking to take advantage of your situation.
	A power of attorney can be revoked at any time by the person who granted it, so there is no guarantee that your wishes will be carried out.
	If you have a complex financial situation, a power of attorney may not be the best option. You may want to consider other options, such as setting up a trust.








If you are considering using a power of attorney, be sure to discuss your options with an experienced estate planning attorney. An attorney can help you determine whether a power of attorney is right for you and can help you draft a document that meets your specific needs.







What are the types of power of attorney?



There are a few different types of power of attorney that you should be aware of. Each type of power of attorney has its own specific purpose and can be used in different situations.



	Limited Power of Attorney — A limited power of attorney is a very specific type of power of attorney that grants the agent only certain powers. This type of power of attorney is often used in business transactions where the principal wants to grant the agent limited authority to handle a specific task or transaction.
	Durable Power of Attorney — A durable power of attorney is a type of power of attorney that remains in effect even if the principal becomes incapacitated. This type of power of attorney is often used to appoint someone to handle the principal's financial affairs if they are unable to do so themselves.
	Springing Power of Attorney — A springing power of attorney is a type of power of attorney that only goes into effect if the principal becomes incapacitated. This type of power of attorney is often used to appoint someone to handle the principal's medical decisions if they are unable to do so themselves.
	General Power of Attorney — A general power of attorney is a broad type of power of attorney that grants the agent a wide range of powers. This type of power of attorney is often used when the principal wants to appoint someone to handle their affairs on a day-to-day basis.
	Special Power of Attorney — A special power of attorney is a type of power of attorney that grants the agent specific powers. This type of power of attorney is often used in business transactions where the principal wants to grant the agent limited authority to handle a specific task or transaction.








It is important to choose the right type of power of attorney for your needs. Be sure to discuss your options with an experienced attorney to ensure that you are appointing the right person to act on your behalf.







How long can a power of attorney last?



A power of attorney can last for a specific period of time, or it can be "durable," which means that it remains in effect until you revoke it or until you die. A durable power of attorney generally must be in writing and must state that it is "durable" or contain language to that effect.







You should review your power of attorney periodically to make sure that it still meets your needs and that the person you designated as your agent is still willing and able to serve. If not, you can revoke the power of attorney and appoint someone else.







A durable power of attorney can be an important part of your estate plan because it gives someone you trust the legal authority to handle your financial affairs if you become incapacitated and cannot do so yourself. This can be vital if you become seriously ill or injured and are unable to make decisions about your finances or communicate your wishes to others.







A durable power of attorney can also be used to give someone authority to handle routine financial matters on your behalf, even if you are not incapacitated. For example, you might give your spouse or adult child a durable power of attorney to pay your bills and manage your bank account while you are out of the country for an extended period of time.







On the other hand, a non-durable power of attorney generally expires if the person who granted it becomes incapacitated. This means that if you become incapacitated, the person you designated as your agent would no longer have the authority to act on your behalf.







A non-durable power of attorney can be used for routine financial matters, such as signing a contract on your behalf or selling property that you own. However, it cannot be used for complex financial transactions, such as selling your home.







If you have questions about durable and non-durable powers of attorney or would like help creating one, you should speak with an experienced estate planning attorney in your state.







Can a power of attorney change a will?



A power of attorney is a legal document that appoints someone to make decisions on your behalf. A will is a legal document that outlines how you want your assets to be distributed after you die. You can change your will at any time, but a power of attorney cannot override your wishes in a will. If you want to appoint someone to make decisions on your behalf and also outline how you want your assets to be distributed, you will need to create both a power of attorney and a will.







How many power of attorneys do you need?



You can have more than one power of attorney at a time. You might, for example, appoint one person to handle your finances and another to make medical decisions on your behalf. But you can also revoke a power of attorney at any time if you’re no longer comfortable with the arrangement.







You can name as many attorneys-in-fact as you like in your power of attorney document. Just be aware that each person you name will have the legal authority to make decisions on your behalf. You may want to consider appointing a primary and secondary attorney-in-fact, in case the first person named is unable or unwilling to serve.







When you’re ready to name someone as your attorney-in-fact, you’ll need to complete a power of attorney form. This document will spell out the types of decisions your attorney-in-fact will be able to make on your behalf. It’s important to be as specific as possible when completing this form, so there’s no confusion about the extent of the individual’s authority.




Create a General Power of Attorney document, e-sign, and download as PDF.

EDIT DOCUMENT
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