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Fillable Form Limited Power of Attorney


A Limited Power of Attorney is a document granting another person, called the agent, to perform specific functions laid down by the principal. This document restricts the agent’s authority to specific situations for a certain period of time. 
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Fill and sign Limited Power of Attorney online and download in PDF.

OPEN TEMPLATE





[bookmark: what_is]What is a Limited Power of Attorney?

A Limited Power of Attorney, also known as a Special Power of Attorney and Specific Power of Attorney, is a document authorizing a party named the “Agent” or “Attorney-in-Fact” to perform the functions on behalf of the other party known as the “Principal.” The limited power of attorney sets the scope of authority for the agent.



The most common reason for using the limited power of attorney is for entertainment purposes. Celebrity or talent managers usually sign a limited power of attorney form to deposit their client’s checks on their behalf.



Another reason for issuing a limited power of attorney to an agent is when a parent needs someone to take care of their child when they are away from the country. The parent would give limited power of attorney to a guardian to grant them to take care of the child, such as being in charge of the child’s schooling and making medical decisions for the child.



Other circumstances where you can use a limited power of attorney are:

	Buy or sell a property in another country or state but you can’t be physically present;
	Travel or live in another town for a long period; and
	When you become ill and you need someone to transact business for you.




A generic limited power of attorney may only be done by a person who is over 18 years old and unable to manage transactions and other affairs in the future due to physical absence or physical or mental disability preventing them to make sound decisions.



You must take note that the limited power of attorney does not grant the agent full authority over the principal. Given that it is “specific” or “limited,” this document only outlines the powers or decisions that the agent may do on behalf of the principal.



A limited power of attorney is different from the traditional power of attorney. A limited power of attorney is only granted to an agent to act on specific actions stated in the document. Whereas the traditional power of attorney can have a list of decisions that the agent may perform on behalf of the principal and it is usually broader than the first one.



A limited power of attorney is also limited by a period, based on the principal’s decision. The traditional power of attorney, on the other hand, is still effective until the principal becomes incapacitated as declared by the court or at least two medical professionals.



There are various types of limited power of attorney forms:



Springing Powers

This type of limited power of attorney is used when triggered by a particular event, and it is used with a will or a family living trust. Common instances are death or incapacity of the owner.



Durable or Non-Durable Powers

Durable limited power of attorney gives the agent to continue to perform their functions even when the principal dies or becomes incapacitated. However, the most limited power of attorney forms is non-durable – meaning they become unenforceable when the principal becomes incapacitated or dies.



In drafting a Limited Power of Attorney Form, you need to consider the following:



Scope

The main characteristic of a special or limited power of attorney is that it can legally authorize another person to act on the principal’s behalf in a specific scope for a particular situation.



Timeframe

A limited power of attorney is giving someone authority to perform legal actions for a limited timeframe. The form has a start and end date for its validity.



Document

Agents under a limited power of attorney also have the authority to sign legal documents on behalf of the principal in particular situations.



Once you have determined what functions you will authorize someone to perform on your behalf, the next step is to choose the right person to act as your agent. Choosing the right agent may be a difficult process, as you need someone you can trust deeply and know that they will perform their functions well. You must also consider that this person must also be responsible for money transactions.



The next thing you must do is complete the draft. Each state has different laws governing the creation and execution of these forms, so make sure to use a template specifically used for your state. You must also double-check the information you enter on the form to prevent any mistakes.



The last step of making a limited power of attorney is the execution. Some states require the principal to sign and date the form before a notary public. But if the document involves making financial decisions, your state may require to have one or two witnesses when signing the document.



You may download a PDF copy of generic limited power of attorney anywhere online, but you may electronically fill it out on PDFRun for your convenience.

[bookmark: how_to]How to fill out a Limited Power of Attorney?



Get a copy of Limited Power of Attorney template in PDF format.

GET A COPY





Enter all the necessary information in the required fields below. Make sure that all of the information you enter is true, accurate, and correct.



Name of the Principal

Enter your name as the principal.



Name of Agent

Enter the name of the agent.



Address of Agent

Enter the complete address.



Date

Enter the date of effectivity.



The fields below shall be filled out by the principal to determine the purpose of the Limited Power of Attorney Form. Make sure to describe each purpose in this form.



Enter the purposes of the limited power of attorney on the appropriate lines. Once you’re done filling them out, check the appropriate box to determine which of the purposes you are delegating to your agent.



Certification

Name of the Principal

Enter your full legal name.



Signature

Affix your signature.


Start filling out a Limited Power of Attorney sample and export in PDF.

GET STARTED



[bookmark: faq]Frequently Asked Questions About a Limited Power of Attorney

How to file a Limited Power of Attorney?

If you need to grant someone power of attorney for a limited purpose, you'll need to prepare a document called a "limited power of attorney." This document outlines the scope of the agent's authority, and it can be as specific or general as you like. You can grant an agent authority to handle your finances, sign documents on your behalf, make medical decisions, or any other specific task you need help with.

When you're ready to prepare your limited power of attorney, follow these steps:

	Choose your agent carefully. This person will have a great deal of responsibility, so it's important to choose someone you trust implicitly.
	Draft the document. Be sure to include the following information:
	The date of the document
	Your full name and address
	The name and address of your agent
	A statement granting your agent authority to act on your behalf in specific ways (you can be as general or specific as you like)
	Your signature
	The signatures of two witnesses (these can be friends, family members, or anyone else you choose)



	Notarize the document. This step isn't required, but it will give your limited power of attorney more legal weight.
	Give a copy of the document to your agent. Be sure to keep a copy for yourself as well.


With a limited power of attorney in place, you can rest assured knowing that someone you trust has the authority to handle specific tasks on your behalf if you're unable to do so yourself. You can revoke the document at any time, so it's a flexible way to provide assistance when needed.

What is the best power of attorney to have?

There is no definitive answer to this question, as the best power of attorney for your situation may vary depending on your specific needs and circumstances. However, some common types of powers of attorney that you may want to consider are:

	Durable Power of Attorney — A durable power of attorney allows you to appoint someone to make financial and legal decisions on your behalf in the event that you become incapacitated. This type of power of attorney remains in effect even if you later become unable to make decisions for yourself, making it a good option if you are concerned about what would happen to your finances if you were to become incapacitated.
	Limited Power of Attorney — A limited power of attorney allows you to appoint someone to handle specific tasks or transactions on your behalf. This can be a good option if, for example, you need someone to sign documents or transact business on your behalf while you are out of town. Once the specific task is completed, the power of attorney expires.
	Springing Power of Attorney — A springing power of attorney only takes effect under specific circumstances that you determine, such as if you become incapacitated. This can be a good option if you want to have someone in place to make decisions for you if you are unable to do so, but only under specific circumstances.




You should speak with an attorney to discuss your specific needs and find out which type of power of attorney would be best for your situation.



Can two siblings have power of attorney?

Yes, siblings can have power of attorney for each other. This arrangement is especially helpful if one sibling lives out of state or is otherwise unable to manage the affairs of the other. Having power of attorney gives a person the legal authority to make decisions on behalf of another person. This can be important when it comes to financial and medical decision-making.



In cases when siblings disagree about power of attorney, it may be necessary to go to court to have a judge decide who will be granted this authority. This can be a complicated and costly process, so it is always best to try to come to an agreement between siblings beforehand if possible.



When it comes to family decision-making, it is always best to communicate openly and honestly with each other. Family dynamics can be complex, so it is important to be respectful of each other's wishes and opinions. Ultimately, the goal should be to make decisions that are in the best interest of everyone involved.



What type of power of attorney covers everything?

A durable power of attorney is a legal document that gives someone else the authority to act on your behalf. This type of power of attorney is often used when someone wants to appoint someone else to handle their financial affairs if they become incapacitated.



It covers everything if it is written correctly and you have listed everything you want to be covered. Appointing someone to have financial power of attorney does not mean they will automatically have medical power of attorney so be sure to list both if that is what you want.



You can appoint more than one person, but we recommend having a backup in case your first choice is unavailable when needed. You should also name an alternate in case your first choice is unable or unwilling to serve.



When drafting your durable power of attorney, be as specific as possible about the types of authority you are granting and what powers you are giving the agent. You may want to give your agent broad powers to handle all of your affairs or only specific powers for specific purposes.



If you need help creating a durable power of attorney, you can contact an experienced estate planning attorney in your area.



Does power of attorney override a will?

A power of attorney may override a will in some circumstances, but it depends on the specifics of the case. For example, if someone gives their power of attorney to another person and then dies, the person with the power of attorney may be able to take control of the deceased person's assets according to the terms of the power of attorney. However, if there is a will that specifically states how those assets should be distributed, then the will would likely take precedence over the power of attorney. In other words, it really depends on the situation and which document was created first.



Major situations where a power of attorney may override a will:

	If the person who created the will also created a power of attorney that gives someone else the authority to manage their assets, then the power of attorney would likely take precedence over the will in terms of asset management.
	If someone creates a power of attorney and then dies without creating a will, the person with the power of attorney may be able to take control of the deceased person's assets according to the terms of the power of attorney.
	If someone has both a will and a power of attorney, but the will is silent on the issue of asset management, then the power of attorney would likely take precedence over the will in terms of asset management.
	If someone has both a will and a power of attorney, but the power of attorney is more specific in terms of asset management, then the power of attorney would likely take precedence over the will.
	If someone has both a will and a power of attorney, but the will specifically states that the power of attorney is not to be used for asset management, then the will would likely take precedence over the power of attorney.
	If someone has both a will and a power of attorney, but the will specifically states that the power of attorney is to be used for asset management, then the power of attorney would likely take precedence over the will.




Whether or not a power of attorney can override a will depends on the specifics of the case. In general, if there is a conflict between the two documents, the court will look to see which document was created first, and whether or not one of the documents is more specific than the other in terms of asset management. In any case, it's always best to consult with an experienced estate planning attorney to make sure that your assets are properly managed according to your wishes.



Can a family member override power of attorney?

In the event that a family member disagrees with the actions of an individual who has been given power of attorney, it is possible for them to override the decisions that have been made. This can be done by filing a petition with the court, which will then review the actions of the individual in question and determine whether or not they are in the best interests of the person who granted them power of attorney. If it is determined that the actions are not in the best interests of the individual, then the court may override the decisions that have been made and appoint a new individual to act on their behalf.



Does next of kin override power of attorney?

If you have a valid power of attorney, then your agent should be able to act on your behalf without issue. However, if there is a conflict between what your agent is trying to do and what your next of kin wants, the court may need to get involved to resolve the matter. In general, though, a power of attorney should be given more weight than the wishes of next of kin.



You should understand that a power of attorney is a legal document, and as such, it can be quite complicated. If you have any questions about your power of attorney or what your agent is able to do on your behalf, you should speak with an experienced attorney.



Who has power of attorney after death if there is no will?

If there is no will, the person who has power of attorney after death is the person who is appointed by the court to administer the estate. This is typically the spouse, but it could be another family member or even a professional fiduciary.



To avoid having the court appoint someone to administer your estate, you can create a will that names a personal representative. This is the person who will have the authority to manage your affairs after you die. If you don't have a will, the court will appoint someone to do this for you, and it may not be someone you would have chosen.



Creating a will is one of the most important things you can do to protect your loved ones and ensure that your wishes are carried out after your death. If you don't have a will, or if your will is not properly executed, your family may not be able to inherit your property or assets the way you want them to. Additionally, without a will, the court will appoint someone to act as the administrator of your estate, and this person may not be someone you would have chosen.



If you die without a will, the laws of your state will determine who inherits your property. In most states, if you are married, your spouse will inherit all or most of your property. If you are not married, your children will inherit your property. If you don't have any children, your parents or other close relatives will inherit your property.



Creating a will is the best way to ensure that your wishes are carried out after your death. If you die without a will, the court will appoint an administrator to manage your estate, and this person may not be someone you would have chosen. Additionally, if you have specific instructions for how you want your property to be distributed, or if you have minor children, it is important to have a will so that your wishes can be carried out.



If you have questions about creating a will, or if you need help drafting one, please contact an experienced estate planning attorney in your area.



What are the disadvantages of power of attorney?

There are several disadvantages of having a power of attorney:

	You may be giving someone too much power over your affairs — Giving an individual power of attorney gives them a great deal of control over your affairs. If you do not trust the person completely, they could take advantage of you financially.
	The person you appoint may abuse their power — If the person you appoint as your power of attorney abuses their power, it can be difficult to have their authority removed.
	You may lose control over your affairs — Once you give someone power of attorney, you may no longer have complete control over your affairs.
	Your power of attorney could become invalid if you become incapacitated — If you become incapacitated and are unable to make decisions for yourself, your power of attorney could become invalid.
	There are costs associated with setting up a power of attorney — There are typically costs associated with setting up a power of attorney, such as filing fees.
	Power of attorney can be revoked — A power of attorney can be revoked at any time by the person who gave it, as long as they are competent to do so.
	It can be difficult to change a power of attorney — If you want to change your power of attorney after it has been set up, it can be difficult to do so.
	State laws vary regarding power of attorney — The laws regarding power of attorney vary from state to state, so it is important to be familiar with the laws in your state.
	Powers of attorney can be complex — Powers of attorney can be complex documents, and it is important to make sure that you understand all of the provisions before signing one.
	You should have a plan in place in case your power of attorney is no longer valid — You should have a plan in place for what will happen if your power of attorney is no longer valid, such as if you become incapacitated. This plan could include appointing someone else to make decisions for you.




These are just some of the disadvantages of having a power of attorney. It is important to weigh all of the pros and cons before deciding whether or not to give someone power of attorney.



How do I get my brother to stop stealing my inheritance?

It can be difficult to stop a relative from taking your inheritance, especially if they have been doing it for years. You may need to take legal action or talk to them about the issue in order to get them to stop. In some cases, you may be able to reach an agreement with your brother about how the inheritance will be divided between you. If all else fails, you can always disinherit him from your will.



Can power of attorney be challenged?

Yes, a power of attorney can be challenged in court. However, the person challenging the power of attorney must have legal grounds to do so. For example, if the person challenging the power of attorney believes that the person who created the power of attorney did not have the mental capacity to do so, they may file a challenge in court.



Can a sibling prevent you from seeing an elderly parent?

It is not uncommon for family members to have disagreements about how to care for elderly parents. Unfortunately, these disagreements can sometimes lead to one sibling preventing another from seeing their parent.



There are a few things you can do if you find yourself in this situation. First, try to talk to your sibling and see if you can come to an agreement. If that doesn't work, you may need to get the help of a third party, such as a mediator or lawyer. Finally, remember that your relationship with your parent is more important than any disagreement you might have with a sibling. So, even if it means going through some extra steps, make sure you do whatever you can to stay in contact with your parent.



Documents such as a durable power of attorney or healthcare proxy can help to prevent disputes like this from happening in the first place. These documents allow you to designate someone you trust to make decisions about your care if you are unable to do so yourself. If you don't have these documents in place, it's a good idea to create them as soon as possible.



Who makes medical decisions if there is no power of attorney?

If there is no power of attorney in place, medical decisions will typically fall to the next of kin. In some cases, this may be the patient's spouse or adult child. If there is no clear next of kin, the decision may fall to a close friend or family member. In rare cases, the decision may need to be made by a court-appointed guardian.



Does a limited power of attorney need to be notarized in California?

A limited power of attorney does not need to be notarized in California. However, there are some circumstances in which it may be beneficial to have the document notarized. For example, if the person who will be acting on your behalf will need to present the document to a third party (such as a bank or government agency), the third party may require that the document be notarized. Notarization provides an extra level of assurance that the document is genuine and that the person named in the document has the authority to act on your behalf.



How long does a power of attorney last in California?

A power of attorney (POA) is a legal document that gives someone else the authority to make decisions on your behalf. In California, a POA can be used for financial, medical, or property-related matters.



A POA can be revocable or irrevocable. A revocable POA can be canceled by the person who created it (the "principal"), while an irrevocable POA cannot.



There is no set expiration date for a POA in California. However, if the principal becomes incapacitated or dies, the POA will automatically become invalid. Additionally, some banks and other financial institutions may require that a POA be renewed every few years.



If you have any questions about creating or using a POA in California, you should contact an experienced estate planning attorney for help.



How does power of attorney work in California?

There are two types of power of attorney in California: durable and non-durable. A durable power of attorney is used when you want someone to have the legal authority to make decisions on your behalf even if you become incapacitated. Non-durable power of attorney is used for more limited purposes, such as authorizing someone to sign a contract on your behalf or sell property for you.



To create either type of power of attorney, you must be 18 years old or older and have the mental capacity to understand what you're doing. You'll need to sign a document called an "agent designation form" naming the person (or persons) you want to serve as your agent. This form must be notarized.



Once the form is notarized, it must be given to the agent. The agent then has the legal authority to act on your behalf. If you want the power of attorney to take effect immediately, you can include language in the form stating that it is "effective upon execution." Otherwise, the power of attorney will only go into effect if and when you become incapacitated.



Do I need a power of attorney if I have a will?

There is no simple answer to this question. It really depends on your individual situation and what you want your will to accomplish. If you have a will, you may not need a power of attorney. However, if you have specific wishes for your estate or property that you want to be carried out in the event of your incapacity, then a power of attorney may be necessary in addition to your will. You should speak with an experienced estate planning attorney to discuss your options and what would work best for you.



Related articles:

	Limited vs. General Power of Attorney
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